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THIS ZINE is about surviving (and evading) prison 
surveillance technology. However, technology is 
only part of the total surveillance project that is 
prison itself. Violating privacy--in real-life, daily 
ways--is a foundation of prison, used to 
dehumanize, control, and punish. Adding to the 
brutality, prison technology companies reap 
billions in profit off the backs of the poor. 


This zine takes a practical, harm-reduction approach 
to understanding the risks of the technologies 
used to communicate with family, friends and 
comrades. 


"Conventional wisdom would have one believe 
that it is insane to resist this, the mightiest of 
empires, but what history really shows is that 
today's empire is tomorrow's ashes; that nothing 
lasts forever, and that to not resist is to acquiesce 
in your own oppression. The greatest form of 
sanity that anyone can exercise is to resist that 
force that is trying to repress, oppress, and fight 
down the human spirit". -Mumia ABU JAMAL 


LZZLL AN UAJoog 
L# 4S Wjoyy20I5 ELL 
DAN-WVY 

Je sn au 


f 


“UONEIU|d 
UBIAWY ay) UMOG WING 1XA S,VY 
no{ puas 0} sn yse ‘Hulpead Jayyn{ 104 


“9}e}S 

aijod e ul Ajapes HujeBineu 0} sapinb 
jenipeld ae UOSH Ul) ADUE/IANNS 
HUIAIAING pure ‘YHUS YS] BUOYd INO, 
‘KWaUz ANOX Mouy ‘saulz AyUNdas S WYY 


PHONE — Every call made from a jail or prison 
phone is recorded and saved. The technology uses 
both speech and speaker recognition - meaning 
they want to know what's being said, and who is 
saying it. Calls are screened using software that 
flags certain words (and certain voices), and those 
flags can bring a live investigator onto the call, 
unbeknownst to the callers. 


The system detects who the incarcerated caller is 
based on voice training done at intake. Callers on 
the outside can shield their identity by using a 
phone that's unattached to their name or credit 
card. But be aware, location tracking occurs on 
outside phones during a call, and for one hour 
after the call ends. 


Using slang, other languages, or codes can help 
keep conversations private, but know that the 
prison will try to learn and make records of new 
language being used. Be careful with private 
information, but keep sharing words of love and 
power with your people. 
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LETTERS = Almost all prison mail is read by 
prison staff, and some is photocopied or scanned 
by the prison. Some DOC websites share their 
mail practices, but not all. A growing number 
of prisons are using companies like 
SmartCommunications to scan all incoming and 
outgoing mail, and scanned mail is saved in 
searchable databases so it can be searched across 
all correspondence, for keywords, names, or 
topics. 


Typed letters are more easily saved and searched 
than hard-to-read handwriting, because of the use 
of character recognition software, but typing 
evades handwriting detection. Coded slang is 
again useful. 


To keep outside addresses private, a PO Box can 
be set up by a trusted person and shared between 
multiple comrades or friends, and using aliases is 
essential for anonymity. Finally, attorney 
confidentiality and the use of legal mail is the 
best option for the most private conversations. 
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VIDEO VISIT Quickly increasing in use, especially 
since COVID, video visiting is a convenient way to 
see the faces you care about. What many don't 
know is that companies that provide video visit 
services are getting more and more prisons to 
agree to contracts to ban in-person visiting. They 
Sell this idea with the promise of eliminating an 
entry point of contraband, despite the fact that 
most contraband comes from staff. 


While attorney video visits may be protected 
against recording, most family visits are recorded 
and saved, with the same methods as phone calls, 
but with the added risks of face recognition 
software and mandatory pre-registration that is 
difficult to do anonymously. This creates a 
database of information tracking criminalized 
people, including children, that can be shared 
with other arms of law enforcement. 


While recognizing technology's benefits, we must 
fight to be together in person. Prison abolition is a 
vital path to be together, safe, and free. 


